
One sentence 
 
The Rape of Europa is a feature documentary film that tells the story of the systematic 
theft, deliberate destruction, and miraculous survival of Europe’s art treasures in the 
Third Reich and Second World War.  
 
 
75 words 
 
The Rape of Europa is a feature documentary film that tells the story of the systematic 
theft, deliberate destruction, and miraculous survival of Europe’s art treasures in the 
Third Reich and Second World War.  Today, more than sixty years later, the legacy of 
this tragic history continues to play out as families of looted collectors recover major 
works of art, conservators repair battle damage, and nations fight over the fate of ill-
gotten spoils of war. 
 
 
106 words 
 
The Rape of Europa is a feature documentary film that takes the audience on an epic 
journey through seven countries and into a violent whirlwind of fanaticism, greed, and 
warfare that threatened to wipe out the artistic heritage of Europe.  For twelve long 
years, the Nazis looted and destroyed art on a scale unprecedented in history.  But 
heroic young art historians and curators from America and across Europe fought back, 
mounting a miraculous campaign that would rescue and return the millions of art works 
displaced by the war.  Joan Allen narrates this breathtaking chronicle about the battle 
over the very survival of centuries of western culture. 
 
 
147 words 
 
The Rape of Europa is a feature documentary film that takes the audience on an epic 
journey through seven countries and into the violent whirlwind of ideological fanaticism, 
greed, and warfare that threatened to wipe out the artistic heritage of Europe.  For 
twelve long years, the Nazis looted and destroyed art on a scale unprecedented in 
history.  Fighting back, heroic young museum officials and art historians from American 
and across Europe mounted a miraculous campaign to rescue and return the millions of 
art works displaced by the war.  Today, more than sixty years later, the legacy of this 
tragic history continues to play out as families of looted collectors recover major works 
of art, conservators repair battle damage, and nations fight over the fate of ill-gotten 
spoils of war.  Joan Allen narrates this breathtaking chronicle about the battle over the 
very survival of centuries of western culture. 


